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Shark Bay pink snapper  
frequently asked questions
Following the recovery of pink snapper stocks in Shark Bay’s inner gulfs, new 
recreational fishing rules have been introduced in 2016. 

What are the main rule changes? 
From January 2016, the 70 cm maximum size limit for inner gulf pink snapper and the 
requirement to land pink snapper in whole form no longer applies. This will provide 
recreational fishers the opportunity to catch a ‘trophy’ size pink snapper and to process 
fish while at sea in accordance with the Statewide filleting rules (see following pages). 

Also from January, the Freycinet tag lottery system has been replaced with the Freycinet 
Estuary Management Zone (see map below) in which a new possession limit of 5 kg of 
finfish fillets or one day’s bag limit of whole fish applies.

Note: The possession limit applies to all species of fish, not just pink snapper.
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Possession limit:
• 5 kg of fillets; or
• 1 day’s bag limit of whole fish.
The Management Zone extends to 
the gulf side edge of Useless Loop 
Road and Shark Bay Road. If you 
are travelling on these roads you 
may have up to 20 kg of filleted fish 
in your possession, so long as you 
don’t leave the road and enter into 
the Management Zone.
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