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AQUACULTURE

Regional Research and 
Development Overview
Aquaculture in the north coast bioregion is dominated by the 
production of pearls from the species Pinctada maxima. This 
industry utilises both wild-caught and hatchery-reared oysters 
for the production of cultured pearls. The wild-stock fishery 
is reported in the commercial fisheries section on pp. 170–
175. The Department also has a major role in the management 
and regulation of pearl hatcheries, seeding activities and pearl 
oyster farm leases.

The past year has brought considerable progress in a number 
of policy initiatives identified and commenced in previous 
years. This period saw the finalisation of the new hatchery 
policy, development of a revised compliance plan, significant 
progress in the development of an industry strategy, and 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Western Australian and Northern Territory Fisheries 
Ministers on comparable and cooperative management and 
compliance arrangements.

The Research Division’s Fish Health Unit is actively involved 
in assisting the commercial hatcheries in terms of disease 
control, and the annual certification of hatchery facilities as 
required under the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 and 
the Enzootic Diseases Regulations 1970.

Research staff have been involved in a major Sustainable 
Regions Program project managed by the Kimberley 
Aquaculture Aboriginal Corporation, aimed at commercialising 
black tiger prawn (Penaeus monodon) farming in the Kimberley. 
Broodstock surveys and collection of black tiger prawns have led 
to successful spawning of disease-free prawns and successful 
grow-out in commercial ponds.

As part of its process of ESD reporting for aquaculture, the 
Department is focusing on prawn aquaculture as the second 
sector to be considered (finfish aquaculture was the first). 
This process will result in a code of conduct and monitoring 
program for prawn farmers which should assist industry and 
government in achieving appropriate environmental outcomes 
for this sector.

The Department continues to assist the Department of Land 
Information in negotiations over land tenure associated with 
the proposed development of a prawn farm at Wyndham.

Sea-cage barramundi farming in the Kimberley grew in 
2005/06, with the major operator in the area increasing its 
permitted production capacity and making application for 
further expansion within new waters.

The Department is supporting the development of several 
indigenous aquaculture projects in this region, targeting the 
aquaculture of barramundi (Lates calcarifer) in sea cages and 
earthen ponds, cherabin (Macrobrachium rosenbergii) and 
edible rock oysters (Saccostrea sp.).

NORTH COAST AQUACULTURE FIGURE 1

Map showing the major licensed aquaculture and pearl farming sites of the north coast bioregion. Note that 
aquaculture operations may also encompass the culture of non-Pinctada maxima pearl oysters.
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