
The Western 
Australian 
Fisheries and 
Marine Research 
Laboratories

Benefits to the marina
The Western Australian Fisheries and Marine Research 
Laboratories will make an important contribution to the increasing 
popularity of the Hillarys Marina.  Visitors will be attracted to the 
research facility, adding to the four million visitors a year to the 
marina.

Other benefits to the marina 
include:

• improved amenity at the 
northern inland end of 
the marina complex, 
with extra street lighting 
and 140 public parking 
spaces;

• new public parking 
available beside the 
nearby dive shop and 
between the coastal dunes 
and naval cadets’ building, 
as an extension of the northern 
inland car park;

• walkways and cycleways connecting the 
centre to the Whitford Nodes cycleway and Sorrento Quay; 
and

• a privately-run kiosk and coffee shop to provide refreshments 
to staff and visitors to the research centre and people using 
the northern marina, beach and Whitfords Nodes area.

The building
The Western Australian Fisheries and 

Marine Research Laboratories are 
built to accommodate scientific 
forums and meetings, with a 
large conference room and 
good-sized meeting rooms, 
plus an outside deck and 
excellent kitchen facilities for 
in-house catering.

The building complex is 
physically situated to be energy 

efficient, making best use of 
winter sun and summer shade to 

reduce heating and cooling costs.  It 
has environmentally-friendly features, 

such as the use of low toxicity materials 
in its construction; sensor-controlled heating, cooling and 
lighting to help save energy; salt air filtering to reduce 
corrosion of equipment; and low-energy light fittings.

The Western Australian Fisheries and Marine Research 
Laboratories provide about 160 staff with modern, naturally-
lit offices.

Immediate landscaping in the grounds of the 
complex includes species of plants most likely 
to thrive in the coastal climate.  Designed by the 
architects Jones Coulter Young and Sandover-
Pinder, the building is designed to blend into 
the Hillarys Marina built-environment though its 
styling, colours and materials.
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Contact Information
Transport to the Laboratories
It takes 30 to 45 minutes to travel from Perth to Hillarys by train 
and bus.  During weekdays, trains leave the Perth platform about 
every 15 minutes, taking about 15 minutes to reach Warwick 
station, where you can catch a 423 bus on Platform 6 to Hillarys 
Boat Harbour/Marina.

From Warwick station, it takes around 15 minutes to reach Hillarys.  
If visitors are travelling to Hillarys from north or south along the 
coast, it’s best to check the services available by ringing Transperth 
on 13 62 13 or visit www.transperth.wa.gov.au

By car or taxi, take the freeway to Hepburn Avenue – less than 20 
minutes from the Perth CBD – and head west to the coast. There 
is plenty of parking on the northern side of the marina.

The Western Australian Fisheries
and Marine Research Laboratories
39 Northside Drive
HILLARYS  WA 6025
Phone: (08) 9203 0111
FAX: (08) 9203 0199
www.fish.wa.gov.au

Pictured below: The state-of-the-art Research Vessel Naturaliste
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The Western Australian Fisheries 
and Marine Research Laboratories
Hillarys Boat Harbour
Western Australians enjoy some of the best fishing and 
seafood in the world.  Maintaining the quality of this resource 
involves effective management underpinned by 
excellent research.

World-class fisheries research 
requires world-class scientists 
and facilities.  Over the past 
40 years the Department of 
Fisheries’ Research Division 
has developed an international 
reputation for the excellence of 
its fisheries science - and now 
it finally has a home to match.

The Western Australian 
Fisheries and Marine Research 
Laboratories are a $16m state-of-
the-art facility, home to researchers 
and education staff who help ensure 
the State’s fish stocks are managed for 
current and future generations to enjoy.  

Most importantly, the laboratories will become a hub 
for regional research facilities and activities at Broome, 
Pemberton, Albany, Geraldton and the Abrolhos Islands, and 

provide better access to the Department’s specialised fisheries 
library for university research collaborators and the public.

In an Australian ‘first’, the Western Australian Fisheries and Marine 
Research Laboratories will combine a research institution with a 
leading-edge public education facility - the Naturaliste Marine 
Discovery Centre.  This will incorporate an interactive exhibition 
area, aquariums, training areas for use by schools and viewing 
windows into research areas.

The Naturaliste Marine Discovery Centre will open later 
this year and support the Department of Fisheries’ award-

winning volunteer and fisheries education initiatives - and 
offer people an intimate ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at how 
fisheries research is carried out.

A centre of discovery
The Naturaliste Marine Discovery Centre includes a 
specially designed exhibition within the new research 
centre where you can learn more about aquatic 

species, our marine environment and the science and 
management behind the State’s fisheries. 

Plans for the discovery centre include a fascinating tour 
following the path of the Leeuwin Current - the heart beat that 

drives WA’s climate and fisheries.

Ecologically Sustainable Development will be the main focus of the 
tour, with each bioregion telling its own stories relating to:

• the importance of fishing and fisheries to 
the culture, lifestyle, economy, history 
and sense of place of Western 
Australians;

• the aquatic ecology and 
biology of WA’s remarkable 
Indian Ocean coastline, 
from the continental shelf 
to coastal estuaries; and

• the outstanding science 
behind the management of 
fisheries in WA.

As you enter the foyer, you 
will be able to view the public 
art works of marine life created 
by internationally-recognised marine 
artists Roger Swainston and Pascal 
Leclerq.

In addition, a window has literally been provided on  fisheries 
science - you can observe research scientists at work in four 
laboratories through public viewing windows. There is an 
indoor aquarium room, which features live exhibits of fish and 
crustaceans.

Continue your fact-finding on fish and their habitats by visiting 
the centre’s spacious library and finish the tour with some 
refreshment in the café.

Community education and forums
The Naturaliste Marine Discovery Centre will be a focal 
point for the Department of Fisheries’ community education 

programs.  A variety of education programs about WA’s 
aquatic environment are under development, and will 
make use of the exhibition hall and surrounding coastal 
environment. 

These programs and activities are intended to be a 
fun and meaningful learning experience for school 
and tertiary students and the general public about 
ecologically sustainable behaviour, marine ecosystems 
and the Fish for the future philosophy.  Delivery of the 
community education initiatives will be enhanced by 

the centre’s dedicated education facilities, including a 
laboratory/classroom. 

Fisheries Marine Library
The new library will improve access for students, the public 
and researchers from other institutions to the State’s major 
collection of publications on fisheries and marine research.  
The collection includes the Department of Fisheries’ 
publications, marine science journals, books on many facets 
of aquatic science and fisheries management.  Visitors can 
also gain access to the library’s aquatic, biology, aquaculture 
and fisheries resources CD-ROM database. 
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