




STATEMENT OF DECISION: APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE 3 

opportunity for public comment. The application was referred to all stakeholders and 
to any other groups that, in the opinion of the CEO, may have an interest in the 
proposal. 

Where relevant, those matters arising out of the consultation process that are of 
greater significance are referred to in the analysis of significant matters below. 

The matters arising by reason of s.92 and s.92A of the Act are twofold: 
1. The criteria specified in s.92(1); and
2. The Management and Environmental Monitoring Plan ("MEMP").

I will now consider each of these matters. 

3.1 Criteria in s.92(1) 

Under s.92(1) of the Act, the CEO may grant an aquaculture licence to a person if 
satisfied of all of the following: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

the person is fit and proper to hold an aquaculture licence; 
the person has, or will have, appropriate tenure over the land or waters on or in 
which the activities under the licence are to be conducted; 
it is in the better interests of the State and the community to grant the licence; 
the proposed activities are unlikely to adversely affect other fish or the aquatic 
environment; 
the proposed activities have been approved by other relevant authorities; and 
any other matters prescribed for the purposes of this subsection . 

(a) "Fit and proper person"

S.92(1 )(a) of the Act requires the CEO to be satisfied that a person who has applied
for an aquaculture licence is a "fit and proper person" to hold an aquaculture licence.

Ministerial Policy Guideline No. 19 titled Matters Of lmporlance In Respect Of The 
"Fit And Proper Person" Criterion For Authorisations Under The Fish Resources 
Management Act 1994 ("MPG 19") provides a discussion of the types of 
considerations relevant to the "fit and proper person" consideration by reference to 
the key concepts of honesty, knowledge and ability. 

I will now consider each of these matters in turn. 

1 . Knowledge 

The concept of "knowledge" refers to relevant qualifications; knowledge of 
relevant legislation; relevant training, business and technical skills; and previous 
relevant experience. 

From the information submitted with the application, the directors of 
Abrolhos Grown have experience in the commercial fishing industry where 
they have worked in the west coast rock lobster managed 
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1. Disease and pests

I do not consider the introduction of "pests" to be an issue because the proposed 
operations do not involve introducing untreated seawater from exotic locations to 
the area or the introduction of any species other than seaweed; therefore, the main 
consideration is the risk of disease. 

With respect to disease, there are two scenarios to consider: firstly, that disease 
may be introduced into the natural environment through seaweed that may be 
carrying the disease; secondly, that a disease outbreak may occur in the seaweed 
at the aquaculture site, caused by the conditions at the site. 

a. Disease introduction

The accidental introduction of disease pathogens into Western Australia through the 
translocation of fishes can be a major concern, particularly in view of the State's 
relative freedom from disease. Adequate health testing and certification are 
consequently an essential element of any translocation policy. 

The collection of broodstock may be authorised under exemption, which will be 
subject to conditions that deal with biosecurity and environmental risks. 
Biosecurity controls will also be imposed through licence conditions and a MEMP, 
which includes a biosecurity plan. These controls are based on the requirement to 
demonstrate low risk of disease introduction and spread through conducting 
comprehensive health testing prior to movements being permitted. 

I consider the threat of disease being introduced to the Abrolhos Islands generally 
to be low, given the biosecurity protocols in place under the MEMP and the controls 
imposed, or that may be imposed, over the movement of seaweed to and from the 
site. 

b. Disease development in situ

I am aware that the site for the proposed operation is within an area considered 
unique and that includes habitats for wildlife that may be at risk from potential 
diseases. I note that Abrolhos Grown seeks to culture only species that are 
endemic to the Abrolhos Islands and produced from local broodstock. Therefore, 
any disease incident will most likely be caused by a pathogen that occurs 
naturally within the Abrolhos Islands. 

In this regard, I am mindful of the biosecurity provisions set out in the MEMP and 
conditions to be imposed on the licence in respect of disease reporting 
requirements. 

Therefore, I consider the risk of disease outbreak at the site and the spreading of 
disease from the site to be generally low, given the biosecurity protocols in place 
and the controls imposed, or that may be imposed, over the seaweed being grown 
at the site. 
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2. Environmental impact

I note that it is in the best commercial interests of Abrolhos Grown to maintain a 
healthy environment and to ensure any ongoing environmental impact is adequately 
measured and evaluated. The monitoring and management of environmental 
factors is a separate issue that is dealt with in the MEMP section below. 

Seaweed broodstock will originate from within the Abrolhos Islands, thereby 
ensuring no exotic pathogens will be introduced to the area. I have also noted 
that seaweed produce no faecal matter and require no supplementary feed. 
Because no feed and hence no nutrients will be added, the culture of seaweed will 
therefore have minimal environmental impact ensuing from an increase in nutrient 
concentrations. 

Visual underwater surveys will be conducted at the sites prior to and after 
the deployment of aquaculture gear, to assess any changes to the benthic 
environment.  

Abrolhos Grown advised that all waste will be disposed of on the mainland. 
Waste management is covered in the MEMP. 

During the consultation process, comments were raised in regards to depletion of 
natural stocks. To minimize impacts on the local environment, Abrolhos Grown will 
take cuttings from dense areas of the identified species. In order to reduce stress 
on local populations, less than a quarter of each plant will be harvested. 
Abrolhos Grown will also implement a rotational collection plan. 

In respect of environmental impact, I have also noted comments from existing 
aquaculture licence holders that the proposed aquaculture activities would reduce 
nutrient levels in the aquatic environment and contribute to biofouling and weed 
build up on suspended culture at their site, potentially impacting on production. This 
matter is dealt with in section 4.1 (e) below. 

I consider that the risk of the proposed aquaculture activity having any significant 
impact on the environment is low and can be managed through the requirements of 
the MEMP and Licence conditions. 

3. Aquaculture Gear

There are two aspects related to the consideration of the effect of aquaculture gear 
on other fish or the environment: its physical and spatial impact on benthic habitats 
(that is, its "footprint"); and failure to remove the aquaculture gear if the aquaculture 






























